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Was Prof’s Lecture
Academic Freedom
Or Sex Harassment?

A Male Student in California,
Irked by ‘Male-Bashing,’

L, Asserts It Was the Latter g

—

By AsgA Q. NOMANI

Staff Reporter of Thx WaLL Sﬂ.m.lmm.nr:. J

SACRAMENTO — Craig Rogers and

.wnres of other students walked Into &

Psychology 100 class at California State
Unlversity here last December expecting &
guest lecture on issues like TV violence.

. Instead, Joanne Marrow, a tenured profes-

sor and lesblan actlvist, launched Into a

. lecture on one of her lfe's goals: tq
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" childbirth as ruln-

empower women to masturbate so they can
overcome the “hardship” of sex with
med.

Mr. Rogers, 33 years old, cringed in the
back of class as the professor's Iecnu'e
unfolded with per-
sonal sex tales,

close-up slides of
women's and ado-
lescent-girls" gen}-
tals. Others who sat
in the class say Ms.
Marrow made flip-
pant remarks about
male genitalla,
while denlgrating

ous to female sexu-

peers in the md\olugy department here
have rushed to-defend her lectyre-ds one
rotected. under the umbrella of academic
\freedom.

But Mr,-Rogers, a married man with
two children who describes himself as a
Christian, has another view. He has filed a
$2.5 million sexusl-harassment claim
against Ms. Marrow and the university,
citing the school's 10-year-old sexual-ha-
rassment code, The lecture, he says, was
crude, unadulterated male-bashing com-

bined with lesblan proselytizing -that left |

him feeling “raped and trapped.” Further-
more, he adds that the university, Insensl-
tive to his feelings, declined to exempt him
from five questions on a final exam that
stemmed from Ms. Marrow's lecture.

Ms. Marrow, who has taught at the
school since 1874, won't discuss the case.
But her lawyer, John Poswall, dismisses
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Mr. Rogersunpmdeandhlumph.lntu !

‘Yundamentalist Christlan McCarthyism"

designed o “put sexuality back in the -

closet.” He fumes: “It's absurd. This isn't

Sacramento State Kindergarten."”
But Kathleen Smith, Mr.

yer, accuses the state-funded university of

having a polltlm]ly correct double stan-

1 dard; it is “unimaginable,” she says, that

a male professor delivering the same lec-

ture while demeaning wemen wouldn't,

have been punished.
\

Allowed to Proceed i
Officlals at the universlty. known lo-
cally as Sacramento State, decline to com-
ment, saying they have launched an inves-
tigation Into the matter. Meanwhile, the

:im against Ms, Marrow and the unlver-
ty

In Ms. Smith’s view. the lecture vio-
lated several provisions of the university's
sexual-harassment code that prohibits,
among other things, speech or behavior
.that might create a “hosttle, offensive or
otherwise adverse” learning environment,
persistent “sexually explicit or sexist™
statements and “display of sexually ex-
plicit pictures.” Furthermore, In declaring
that he wouldn't be exempted from Ms.
Marrow's test questions, the university

: essentmlly coerced Mr. Rogers Into sitting

siaw-:

| State Board of Control, an agency charged -
| with screening sexual-harassment and
4 other complaints against the state, has
I ruled that Mr, Rogers may proceed with a
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through & lecture that he found repugnml
Ms. Smith adds.

The case has clearly jolted liberal fac-
ulty members here on a campus where
mosl students consider themselves moder-
ales, and in a town where & newly conser-
vative state legislature — with authority
over education funding — has just swept
into power. Ms. Marrow's allies fear that it
could precipitate a Republican funding

backlash, and they rail against what they |

see as a dire threat to academic freedom.

Martin Rogers, a faculty member and
gay-rights activist, calls the case “'a terri-
bly dangerous precedent” and advises
critics of Ms. Marrow to “‘grow up.” And
Robert Marrone, another of Ms. Marrow's
colleagues, says that while she may have
golten carried away in her lecture, it
hardly amounts to sexual harassment.
‘'Her basic point of view [s that we liveina
repressed, two-faced soclety,” says Mr.
Marrone, who considers Ms, Marrow “cou-
rageous,” ;

But some think Craig Rogers's claim is
a necessary wake-up call to the campus's
identity-politics crowd that has grown
aloof to sensitivities other than its own.
George Parrott, a psychology professor
who questions the propriety of Ms. Mar-
's lecture In a general psychology
, says, "'In these periods of political
ess we tend to be com) to
en but there may well be a kind of
nsitivity to males. The effect is unfor-
ate.”

rise Subject

'£7It was & sunny noon-hour this past
prember when Ms. Marrow, who teaches
fan sexuality, arrived to guest teach
f1¢ undergraduate psychology class at the
hvitation of the course’s regular profes-
% Willlam Westbrook. In preparation for
lecture, students had been assigned to
d articles on emotlons, aging and tele-
f¥don violence.

‘= t Ms, Marrow, an imposing, short- .

4 S0-year-old who wears thick
Pyses , cowboy hats and turquoise jew-
iy ,launmedintoamaslm'bmonlectm
pning students to leave if they found
#ated material offensive. According to
Rogers's complaint, filed with the
eBoudolOontrol.shemldlbout
ng her sisters autoerotic-sex devices
A Christmas. She Invited students to ask
Rt after class for copies of a sex-toys

plog. She alse recommended students

bn  masturbation, the complaint states.
sgusted, Mr. Rogers left the room, but,
wary of missing test material, returned as
s Marrow began showing slides with
se-ups ol women's genitals, according
s complaint.
t one point, she showed slides of a
ther’s genitals, followed by slides of the
an's two young daughters, to illus-
e that sexual parts are hereditary, the
plaint goes on. She even stroked some

o!' the images, noting "how cule™. they -

. Rogers and a number of stu-

d’e tssay She also recounted a story of

0w she and her sisters went skinny

dipp lng and compared each others private

parts; she suggested that women students

do the same with thelr mothers, Mr. Rog-
erg and these students add.

easy Students

. Rogers wasn'l the only student to
¢} uneasy aboutthelecnn A red-faced

e lolockehmnmtaitbutloundmc
e "'loo raunchy even for me.”

ean Finley, a 45-year-old mother In the
s, says she steamed as Ms. Marrow

poihted at photos of a woman's genitals
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before and after pregnancy (o show how
glving birth "mutilates” women’s bodies.
"My birth experience wasn't like that,”
says Ms. Finley. “It's like she’ wants to
take the pleasure away from male and

female partners. She has an almost hatred
for men.”

Class ended and Mr. Rogers stumbled
out, bump[ngintol Iriend, Dean Hummer,
23, who recalls his buddy “‘was just blown

wa{ * Later at home in a quiet suburb
outside Sacramento, Mr. Rogers's wife,
Wendy, didn’ t want to hear details: "It t was
gross,” she says. So Mr, Rogers talked to
the Rev, Les Shelton, his pastor at the First
Church of the Nazarene; Mr. Shelton re-
ferred him o Ms. Smith, who also s &
minister with Unlted Church of Christ,
another evangelical Christian church.

The antagonists in this issue couldn't
be more different, Though she declined to

be lnler\dewed. Ms. Marrow, according to
, was kicked out of the Mary-
ll convenl in Valley Park, Mo., in 1966
, 8 21-year-old. She went on to get her
in psychology, working in child
development, then sexuality. In a book,
“Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence,!' she
detalled her “spiritual transf tion"
from nun o lesblan by Including
of herself in a habit and a 1980 of

If topless on a bluff.
A crusader for women's sfudies and
ymen's-abuse shellers, she is well known
, In Summento-area lesbian circles,

ver-

by

ju
. ;:da desert. In his living' room, wit]
is

{.
icramento Kings basket
A land developer's sor|, he grewjup in
ifornia, absorbed in p
ting in December, he got a j ob as & drill
rgeant of sorts for Rit ge
»ot-camp-style rehabilitalon program for
venlle delinquents condycted in

wughter on his lap, Mr. Rogers Insigts he
*“not just some crackpot,"

Ms. Marrow's lecture, he says,
an exercise in teaching but an exe
abuse. "I wanted lo mmil‘" he says.




